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Bantawa language 


The Bantawa Language (also referred to as An Yiing, Bantaba, 
Bantawa Dum, Bantawa Rai, Bantawa Yong, Bantawa Yiing, 
Bontawa, Kirawa Yiing)J 3 ' is a Kiranti language spoken in the 
eastern Himalayan hills of eastern Nepal by Bantawa ethnic groups. 
They use a syllabic alphabet system known as Kirat Rai J 4 ' Among 
the Kirat Rai people of Eastern Nepal, Sikkim, Darjeeling and 
Kalimpong in India. Bantawa is the largest language spoken/ 5 ] 
According to the 2001 National Census, at least 1.63% of the 
Nepal's total population speaks Bantawa. About 370,000 speak 
Bantawa Language mostly in eastern hilly regions of Nepal (2001). 
Although Bantawa Rai is among the more widely used variety of the 
Bantawa language, it falls in the below-100,000 category of 
endangered languages/ 6 ] It is experiencing language shift to Nepali, 
especially in the northern region/ 7 ] 

Bantawa is spoken in subject-object-verb order, and has no noun 
classes or genders/ 8 ] 
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Dialects 


Most of the Bantawa clan are now settled in Bhojpur, Dharan, Illam, and Dhankuta. Recent figures show 
most of them are settled in Dharan. Bantawa is spoken in the following districts of Nepal ( Ethnologue ). 

■ Province No. 1 : Bhojpu r Distric t, Dhankut a Distri ct, llam District , Jhap a Distric t, Khotang 
District , Morang District , Okhaldhunga District , Panchthar District , Sunsari District , Taplejung 
District and Udayapur District 

Dialects are as follows ( Ethnologue ). 

■ Northern Bantawa (Dilpali) 

Northern subdialects: Mangpahang, Raipachha, Awaichha, Rungchenbung and 
Yangma 

■ Southern Bantawa (Chewali, Okhreli, Hatuwali, Hangkhim) 





























Southern and Northern Bantawa, similar, could be united as 'Intermediate Bantawa'. 


■ Eastern Bantawa (Dhankuta) 

Eastern dialect is the most divergent. It is most closely related to Dungmali language, 
though also related to Puma language, Sampang language, and Chhintange language. 

■ Western Bantawa (Amchoke, Amchauke) 

Amchaucke dialects: Sorung, Saharaja, Lulam, and Sukita 

■ Wana Bantawa (also called simply Bantawa), spoken by the Bantawa subcaste. The Amchoke 
dialect is spoken in the Limbu area, especially in llam district. 

Bantawa is also considered as a superior clan in the Kiranti family. Bantawa is also reportedly in use as a 
lingua franca among Rai minorities in Himalayan India and Bhutan. Meanwhile, the language is just being 
introduced in a few schools at the primary level (Year 1- Year 5) ^ using Devanagari scriptJ 10 ^ 

The extinct Waling language attested from the late 19th century may have been a variety of Bantawa, or a 
closely related language, if not the Hatuwali dialect the Waling people speak today. 

Bantawa Language 

Wasewa - Bihanko namaste- good morning, Khosewa - dinko namaste good afternoon Khasewa - sanjhko 
namaste - good evening 




Bantawa 

Nepali 

English 

Aalange Sewa 3f: TcTT^ 3gT 


Good Morning/Afternoon/Evening, 

Aalangne = Dhanyabad - Thanks 

Koke ftftt 

RTcT 

Food, Rice 

Khan 

crcgftt 

Curry 

Manachi ggftf 

giftR^ 

People 

Diwa ftgT 


Grandfather 

DimaftgT 

FIT 

Grandmother 

Aapa <3TRT 

FT 

Father 

Aama OfFTT 

■3T FIT 

Mother 

Nana TFTT 


Elder-sister 

Nichha Mechhachha ft*5T *)©rai 

gftft 

Little-Sister= Nichham 

Dewa ^cfT 

gsT ggT 

Uncle elder to dad 

DemaiftrT 

gft -3T TRT 

Aunt Elder to Dad/ Dad's elder sister-in-law 

Banga graT 

gngg 

Uncle younger to Dad 

ChhanaIHT 

cblcSl 

Younger uncle wife 

Aabuwa or tggT 


Elder Brother= Buwa 

Nichha Duwachha ftWT $cirai 

RT? 

Younger Brother= Nichhap 

Nichha O Chhachi ftsJT 3f tlSTft 

•m gftftgg skr iskt 

Brothers children Son/ Daughter 

Aachhuwa or T^gr 

graT 

Mother's Brother= Chhuwa 

Phepwa fttcfT 

iftTT 

Money= Phekwa, Yaang 

Teet ftcT 

FT 

Cloths 

Chawa grgT 

gftt 

Water= Chakwa 

Me ft 

or pfr 

Fire 

Pitho ftft 

ftft 

Flour= Thuli 

Sampicha giftl-gi 

gift"! 

Millet 

Khawat/Wachhon <siciici, graft 

grre 

Locally brew wine 

Hengmawa rls-aigi 

?gftf 

Rum/Whisky/Brandy 

SaaRT 


Meat 

Fupu^ 

M 

Aunt (Father's sisterft Chhana 

Diwa/Dima ftgT, f^RT 

^g^gr, SF* fit 

Grandmother (Father's mother) 

Oyatni aToftlcft 

FT 

Here 

Moyatni ftftlcft 

cg^i 

There 

Khadatni <sngic41 

ggg 

Where 

Demni 

gift 

How 




Monni *Mt 

^rfcT TTT5T 

This much 

Chama WTT 


Eat 

Tacha cfETT 


Eat ? 

Koke Tacha? ckfcB cTTT ? 


Do you eat rice? 


Words Corrected by: Kiran Bantawa (Mangphang-Lokchwawa) 
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